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FORMER HUNTINGTON FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

PLEADS GUILTY TO OBTAINING MONEY 

BY FRAUDULENT MEANS 

William D. Querry, former owner and operator of Querry’s Mortuary Services in Huntington, West Virginia, was charged with

six counts of depriving persons of money by making false representations. Three of those counts involved consumers who had

gone to Querry to purchase a preneed funeral. Instead of placing the money into a trust account, as required by law, Querry

embezzled it for his own use. Querry was selling preneed funeral contracts, even though he was not licensed by the State to do

so. 

After discovering the fraud, a joint investigation of Querry was initiated by the West Virginia Attorney General’s Preneed

Division and the Cabell County Prosecuting Attorney and State Police. After the investigation was conducted, two of those

consumers Querry repaid and the other consumer was reimbursed from the Preneed Guarantee Fund maintained by the Attorney

General’s Office. 

Querry was a licensed funeral director and embalmer in the State of West Virginia from 1973 until February 1, 2002. He

operated Querry Mortuary Services in Huntington until December 2000. He subsequently moved his operation to Oceana, West

Virginia. 

On December 12, 2001, the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors sued Querry in the Circuit Court of Kanawha County,

seeking to revoke his license as a funeral director and embalmer because of the pending criminal charges in Cabell County. On

February 1, 2002, an agreed order was entered in the Circuit Court of Kanawha County in which Querry agreed to cease

engaging in the practice of funeral directing or embalming pending resolution of the criminal charges. As part of his plea

agreement, Querry also surrendered his license as a funeral director and an embalmer. 

"Today was a sad day for the funeral industry in West Virginia. Funeral Directors are professionals that consumers inherently

trust. Mr. Querry’s breach of that trust is inexcusable," said Attorney General McGraw. 

Consumers wanting to file a complaint against a business can contact the Consumer Protection Division at 1-800-368-8808 or

can download a complaint form from this website.
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